
 

 

 

 

Board Members Discuss Elections, Club Championship 
The HSVTA board met on September 4, 2019 

with the following in attendance: 
 

Doug Ogilvie – President 

Larry Lininger – Vice President 

Greg Szczurek – Secretary 

Alan Farnsworth – USTA Coordinator 

Bob Wagstaff – CTC Pro 
 

Members discussed plans for the Club 

Championships, deciding 

that the event would 

start on Sunday, October 

13th.  (See related article 

in this issue.) 
 

Members discussed the 

Board of Directors 

elections which will be 

held at the December 

meeting.  (See notice 

below.) Of particular 

importance is the USTA 

Coordinator position.  

General members will be 

asked if they would be willing to serve in any of 

the positions.  
 

A question was raised about whether the grill 

could be used on an occasional basis after 

league play or other social play.  No one could 

see any problems as long as users cleaned up 

afterward.  If it is used heavily and the propane 

needed frequent replacement perhaps a small 

fee would be considered. 

 

Next year is the 50th anniversary of the 

establishment of Hot Springs Village.  The POA 

has asked organizations to develop events to 

commemorate the 

anniversary.  The Board will 

consider ideas at the next 

meeting, perhaps holding 

an event based on a “50’s” 

theme. 

 

No one has yet volunteered to 

take over the chore of taking 

cans to the recycling center in 

Hot Springs.  Cans disposed at 

the clubhouse will be taken to 

the recycling bin and the POA 

will transport them to the 

recycling center, but the 

Association will no longer receive the money for 

the cans unless a member volunteers to do the job.  

Anyone interested in taking over the duty should 

contact sechsvta@gmail.com. 
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New Seasonal Hours at the 
Coronado Tennis Center 

Monday – Friday 

8:00 AM to 8:00 PM 
 

Saturday 

8:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

Sunday 

10:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

Nominations are now open for the HSVTA Board positions of President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer.  The Association is also looking for individuals to serve in the 
positions of USTA Coordinator and Chairperson of the Competition Committee (special 
events like Fun Sundays, Club Championship, etc.).  If you would like to nominate 
someone or be considered for the seats, please send a message to sechsvta@gmail.com 



Around the Club 

Rosa DeBruce, Gary Clingman, Terah Pricop, and Mark Swain 

smack winners during on forehand drills during the Free for All. 

 

 

Free for All Brings New Players to Tennis and the HSVTA 

Led by Coach Bob Wagstaff, 20 fledgling tennis players learned 

the basic techniques and rules of the game in a week-long 

”Free for All” held August 26-30 at the Coronado Tennis 

Center.  “The goal of the event is to enable participants to play 

a social game with friends by the end of the session,” said 

Coach Wagstaff.   
 

Assisted by volunteer members from the Tennis Association, 

Coach Wagstaff put the participants through drills involving 

ground strokes, volleys, serves, strategy, and scoring.  The 

program culminated in doubles matches to give the players a 

chance to test their newly developed skills in friendly 

competition, followed by a graduation party.  The Association 

gained 13 new members as a result of the event. 

   

Steve Wright helps Sharon Cherrnay and 

Leilani Holmes work on their serves 

during the Free for All. 

Graduates and assistant coaches of the fall 2019 Free for All 

Thanks to everyone who 

volunteered to help with the 

Free for All! 

Glen Walter 
Lynn Aaker 
Rick Myers 
Doug Ogilvie 
Dave Gray 
Greg Szczurek 

Jariya Watkins 
Kay Hoosty 
Steve Wright 
Bob Montgomery 
Bev Kogut  
Nicole De La Cruz 
 



Players Enjoy New 
Scoreboards at the CTC  
 

Thanks to the generosity of the First 

Assembly of God of Hot Springs Village, tennis 

players at the Coronado Tennis Center now 

have new scoreboards to help them 

remember the set count after long and hard 

games.  The gift is one of many that church 

has bestowed on various organizations in the 

Village as part of their outreach program.  

“We look for ways to be a blessing to the 

community,” said Pastor Ronnie Gilmore.   

 

Sherrie and Tom Urretia, Karen James, 

and Sharon Lawson enjoy the new 

scoreboards, if not the score. 

 

Landscaping Flourishes  
During the Summer 
 

The landscaping planted this spring by the Village 

Pines Garden club is now nicely established, as the 

before and after photos show.  (Gee--was this 

really an article about watching plants grow?) 

Coronado Tennis Center to Host USTA Adult 65 & Over Tournament  

Thanks to the generosity of members and the 

continued hard work from employees and 

volunteers, Hot Springs Village has again been 

chosen to host the USTA 65 and over State 

Championship for men and women in the 3.0, 3.5, 

4.0 and 9.0 combined divisions. 

 

Scheduled for October 4-6, the event usually 

brings around 150 players plus family/guests to 

the Village.   

As in the past, the Association is asking for 

donation of food supplies which will be needed 

from the membership in the form of pastries, fruit, 

and drinks.  Volunteers are needed for a variety of 

light duties involving the breakfast service, court 

maintenance, water, and set-up/cleanup.  

 

Alan Farnsworth, the Association’s USTA 

coordinator, will contacting members for 

assistance or you can call him at 501-276-9308.  

 

 

 

 
 

  

August 

April 



You can skip the tennis and still join the fun at Balboa, but you will need to sign up. 

Be sure to save the date:  October 19 

“Free Food for All” Event Set for October 

HSVTA members can enjoy their two favorite activities—playing 

tennis and eating free food—at an October 19 event that combines 

an afternoon of tennis with an evening of barbecue and dancing at 

the Balboa Pavilion.   As a special treat, the Board has announced 

that the food, catered by Clampit’s Country Kitchen, will be free for 

all HSVTA members.  Pulled pork and chicken, sides, dessert, and ice 

tea will be on offer, but anyone wanting an adult beverage must 

bring their own.  Non-members are welcome for a fee of $12 per person.   

Social doubles tennis combining mixed, men’s, and women’s matches will run from 2:00 to 5:00 in a 

format similar to the “Fun Sunday”, with pairings arranged according to player skill levels.  Dinner starts 

at 6:15—rain or shine.  Everyone must pay their court fees, but balls will be provided. 

 

 

 

Club Championships Scheduled to Begin on October 13 
Championships in Men’s and Women’s Singles, Doubles, and Mixed are scheduled to begin on October 

13, leading to the finals on October 27.  Based on feedback from the members on what format they 

preferred, the event combines a “best of both worlds” solution by conducting the preliminary matches 

on a flex-time scheduling basis and having the finals at a specified time.  Here are the details: 
 

Divisions:  Men’s 2.0-3.0 and 3.5-4.0 singles and doubles  

Women’s: 2.0-3.0 and 3.5-4.0 singles and doubles  

Mixed: 6.0 combined and 7.0 + combined 
 

Fees:  None, but players pay their court fees.  Balls will be provided for the first round and finals.  Players 

provide balls for the interim matches.   
 

Registration:  Required by October 7.  Sign up in the clubhouse or send a message to sechsvta@gmail.com. 
 

Schedule: Pairings will be made at the close of registration.  Preliminary rounds will be arranged by the 

players on a flex-time basis during the three-week period prior to the finals.  If a division has limited or 

uneven numbers (3 players, for example) in a division, the preliminary rounds will be conducted on a 

round-robin basis to determine the finalists.    
 

Finals: October 27 
 

Rules:  2 out of 3 sets, with a decider 10-point tiebreaker after split sets unless the players agree to a 

third set.   

 

 



Appreciative Crowd Watches College Exhibition at the CTC 
Local fans were treated to some heavy hitting and spectacular points when Harding University and 

Ouachita Baptist University faced each other in an exhibition match on September 7.  After the teams 

enjoyed a lunch hosted by the HSVTA and prepared by chefs Larry Lininger and Doug Ogilvie, the survivors 

rallied with the spectators to give them a taste of big-time tennis.  Plans are already underway for a similar 

event next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Harding University 

Ouachita Baptist University 

What Did You Do on Your 

Summer Vacation? 
Some HSVTA members beat the heat by 

playing tennis in Beech Mountain, NC, 

where the daily high temperatures at game 

time were a delightful 70 degrees due to the 

mile-high altitude of the resort community. 

End of Summer Sale  

Exceeds Expectations 
Fueled by a flurry of business from participants of 

the Free for All who were eager to build their 

wardrobes and fill their tennis bags with 

equipment, the clubhouse sale organized by 

Sharon Lawson netted over $300, which will go to 

improvements at the CTC. 

An updated directory 

as of September 1 is 

now available at the 

HSVTA website: 
 

hsvta.org 



By Dee Falt 

Curious Minds Want to Know… 

…who put the bomp in the 

bomp bah bomp bah bomp?* 

Or, more to the point of this 

column--Why don’t tennis 

players use eye black like 

other athletes?  Pros in 

baseball and football paint 

their faces like commandos, so why not tennis 

players?  

More importantly does it actually work?   

The underlying concept behind eye black is that it 

reduces the amount of glare that reaches your eyes 

because the color black absorbs most light 

frequencies. In theory, excessive light from sources in 

our peripheral vision will be absorbed by the black 

color, increasing the contrast of the objects we're are 

looking at and focusing on directly.   

A handful of studies have been conducted on the 

effects of eye black in the past decade, including one 

by the University of New Hampshire and one by Yale 

University.  Although the researchers began with 

skepticism and have all yielded slightly different 

results—while accounting for the effect of variables 

such as eye color and gender—they have agreed that 

traditional eye grease made of beeswax, paraffin, and 

carbon does in fact reduce glare and improve contrast 

sensitivity. They also all concluded that anti-glare 

stickers and petroleum jelly have no impact. 

“I thought we would find it to be like war paint and a 

psychological advantage more than anything else,” 

Dr. Brian M. DeBroff, the lead author of the Yale 

study, told The New York Times. “We were surprised 

to find a benefit from the grease.” 

Even though the effect was found to be minimal, 

DeBroff has adopted somewhat of an “it can’t hurt” 

stance regarding its effectiveness. 

“Certainly in football and baseball, where tracking a ball 

at high speed is an important aspect, any competitive 

advantage could be beneficial,” DeBroff said. 

Despite this, researchers are still unsure how much 

impact the glare reduction and contrast improvement 

translates into an “on-the-field” advantage for 

athletes. Dr. Kenneth Fuld, chairman of the University 

of New Hampshire’s psychology department and the 

sponsor of the aforementioned study conducted by 

the university, points out that tennis players regularly 

perform at a high level despite the fact that they do 

not wear eye black. 

“I would be highly doubtful that it would have much of 

an effect, if any,” Fuld said. 

One reason why it’s not used in tennis is that the ball 

is usually below the sun or lights, and thus you're 

rarely looking right into it. The high visibility of the 

yellow of the ball may also reduce the need for glare 

reduction.   

Perhaps another reason is the inordinate number of 

towels that would have to be used during a match.  

Can you image what those gorgeous Wimbledon or 

French Open towels would look like after the first 

change-over, smeared with face paint? 

And speaking of being smeared with goo, here’s what 

a couple of players might look like with the treatment.  

Gentle reader, it simply will not do.  

*Barry Mann (1961) 

 

 

My Serve 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/12/03/sports/03eyeblack.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&

