
 

 

 

 

HSVTA Board Discusses Club Improvements,  
Social Events, Competition Awards 
 

The HSVTA Board met March 7 to discuss an 

agenda that covered membership renewals, the 

summer picnic, and facility improvements, 

among other items.   

 

Board President 

Doug Ogilvie 

reported that 

membership in the 

Association 

remained steady, 

with around 300 

members paying 

their dues for 

2018.  He is now 

verifying contact 

information in the 

Directory, which 

will be published 

shortly.   

 

Jane Garrison said 

that the date for the summer picnic is set for 

June 2.   Scheduled to kick-off at 2:00, the affair 

will include a live DJ and dancing in the parking 

lot for those who still have enough energy to 

rock and roll after playing tennis.  
 

Trophy plaques with the names of the winners of 

the club championships have now been mounted 

in the clubhouse, Bob Montgomery announced.  

This year the 

winners will be 

awarded specially-

imprinted towels 

in addition to 

having their names 

enshrined on the 

trophy display 

board. 
 

Board members 

discussed placing 

benches in the 

walkway between 

the upper and 

lower courts for 

people wanting to 

watch matches on 

the inner courts from a better vantage point.  A 

sample bench has been obtained to test its 

durability before making the decision to 

purchase the units. 
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Board members Doug Ogilvie (President), Larry Lininger (Vice 

President), Tom Noble (Treasurer) Rose Farrell (Secretary), Bob 

Montgomery (Competition), Alan Farnsworth (USTA), Jane 

Garrison (Social), and Monita Collins (Publicity), along with CTC 

Club Pro Bob Wagstaff, discuss Association plans for 2018.  

      
   Who runs the best league in the Village?   

       What’s in the Association budget for 2018? 

         Why is your doubles partner always in the wrong place? 

       When is the next Association event scheduled?   

    Where did you leave your water bottle this time? 

  
We hope you enjoy this inaugural 

issue of Crosscourt.  Future 

newsletters will answer more of 

the questions that inquiring minds 

want to know, such as:  
  



HSV Ladies Win in Little Rock USTA League Match 

An HSV ladies team 

took two out of three 

matches in the 3.0-3.5, 

55 and older league 

against the Little Rock 

Athletic Club on March 

6.  Marilyn Phelan and 

JoAnne Lewis won their 

match 6-0, 6-1 while 

Beverly Kogut and 

Kathy Boone posted a 

7-5, 6-3 victory.  Alice 

Finton and Pam  

Woodworth were bested by a 

score of 7-5, 6-3.  “We had to 

fight hard again against a 

tough team,” said Captain 

Bonnie Dorman, who led the 

squad in the absence of 

Charlene Reinsch.  “This gets 

us off to a good start for the 

season.”  The USTA-

sanctioned league includes 

teams from the Village, Otter 

Creek, Burns Park, and the 

Little Rock Athletic Club.  

HSV’s team next match is with 

The HSV Ladies Team, left to right: Joanne 
Lewis, Marilyn Phelan, Alice Finton, Bonnie 
Dorman, Kathy Boone, Beverly Kogut   

Competition 

HSVTA Competition Dates 2018 
Events Signup Dates Event Dates Times 

Fun Sunday Mar 19 – Apr 5 April 8 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Village Team Tennis Apr 9 – Apr 25 April 29 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Family & Friends Tournament Apr 30 – May 9 May 13 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

Picnic May 21 June 9 TBD 

Twi-Night Tournament June 4 – June 22 June 28 – July 1 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Fun Sunday Aug 20 – Sep 5 Sept 9 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

World Series Aug 27 – Sept 13 Sept 19 – Sept 23 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Club Championship Dinner (All CC Events) Sept 24 – Oct 9 Oct 15 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Club Championship (Mixed Doubles) Sept 24 – Oct 9 * Oct 15 – Nov 10 **2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Club Championship (Men’s / Women’s Doubles) Sept 24 – Oct 9 * Oct 15 – Nov 11 **2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Club Championship (Mixed Doubles) Sept 24 – Oct 9 * Oct 15 – Nov 18 **2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

* = Except for the Finals, match times and dates as well as court reservations will be established by participants. The Finals will be 
held on the final date listed. 

** = The listed “Times” are for the Championship Finals.  

 



 

Free for All Starts March 26 

Come learn, or relearn, to play tennis at the Hot 

Spring Village Tennis Center in our “Free for All” 

lesson program. It is for all adults in the Hot 

Springs Village area interested in learning to 

play tennis, and those returning to tennis. The 

two-week program is designed to take 

participants from beginner to the joy of playing 

with friends. It will be held Monday through 

Thursday 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. March 26th 

through April 5th, with a graduation party on 

Thursday April 5th.  

We’ll even lend you a racquet if you don’t have 

one! 

 

Lessons are directed by Bob Wagstaff and 

sponsored by the HSVTA. Sign up by calling the 

Tennis Center at 501-922-5054 or send an email 

to bwagstaff@hsvpoa.org.    

Tell your friends and neighbors about the chance 

to learn the game and make new friends.  About 

a third of the HSVTA membership has come 

through the program, making it a wonderful way 

to add to the organization.   
 

It’s worth noting that many Free for All alums 

have developed their game to the point that they 

have competed successfully in national 

tournaments.   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Open House Set for April 22 
The Coronado Tennis Center will host an open 

house starting at 1:00 on April 22 to promote the 

sport and the facilities for HSV residents.  The event 

takes the place of the annual Recreation Expo, with 

the other HSV amenities conducting similar 

programs at their respective sites.   

 

On tap at the CTC Open House will be contests for 

prizes for adults and children, two Q&A sessions, 

and tennis exhibitions involving pros, ladies, and 

kids.   

 

Show Up 
For Drills!! 
Drills are offered by 

Coach Bob for men on 

Mondays at 9:00 for 

intermediates and 10:30 for advanced 

intermediates.  Similar sessions are held for 

ladies on Thursday.   

It’s a great way to learn new techniques, kick 

bad habits, and groove your best strokes.  For 

information, call the CTC at 922-5054. 

  

 

 

 

Did you know 

the CTC had a 

Facebook page?  

Check it out by 

logging on and 

searching for 

Hot Springs 

Village Tennis 

Center. 

Around the Club 



 

 
 

Money Talks 
By “Chip” Schott 
 

How much of a bargain is the 

membership fee structure at the 

Coronado Tennis Center?  To 

answer the question, Your Ace Reporter snooped 

the websites of tennis clubs around the country for 

information on their dues.   
 

Many locations adopted the “if you have to ask 

how much it costs, you can’t afford it” approach by 

requiring the prospective member to call or fill out 

an online form to even inquire about their fees.  To 

me that reads:  too rich for my blood.   

 

The rates at clubs that deigned to publish their fees 

ranged from blueblood to almost blue collar.   

 

At the Newport Hall of 

Fame, for example, a 

family membership 

goes for $1,200 a 

month, while an 

individual will pay 

$850.  Interestingly, a 

“young professional” 

(defined as under 30, 

no professional 

credentials specified), 

will pay only $450 a 

month.  Perhaps the 

club realizes that they 

are still paying the 

notes on their Beemers.  (It also makes you wonder 

if they have a category for exes who are being 

hammered by alimony payments.) 

 

At the other end of the spectrum is the St. Paul 

Tennis club.  Located in the cozy Summit Hill 

neighborhood of that fair city, it boasts four courts 

that are available for play for an annual family 

membership fee of only $1400.  When you do the 

math on the price versus playability in the frozen 

tundra of Minnesota (the courts are only open 

June through August), it’s not quite such a bargain.  

Still, how could you not want to join a club that 

gives annual awards for Crabbiest at the Pool, 

Most Happy-Go-Lucky Irishman, and Least 

Distracting Serve?  And given the fact that it 

doesn’t get dark in Minnesota until midnight, after 

which you can still play under the lights of the 

Aurora Borealis, you can get a fair amount of 

playing time for your money. 
 

Closer to home, the monthly dues at the Little Rock 

Racquet Club are $94/month per person, which 

was pretty much the going rate at similar facilities 

in Kansas City, San Antonio, and other 

metropolitan areas.  The outlier seemed to be the 

Piermont Oaks Tennis Club in Shreveport, which 

starts by asking for an initiation fee of $500, then 

goes on to charge $218 (plus tax) a month, and 

finally slips in a quarterly food and booze minimum 

of $60/quarter.  For all 

that you do get a bonus 

of 2 free rounds of golf a 

month—at twilight 

time. 

 

Perhaps the best 

bargain (even taking 

into consideration the 

moderate fees at the 

CTC) can be found in 

Puerto San Luis, Costa 

Rica.  An HSV player (can 

you spot her in the 

photo?) and her 

husband vacationing there in January paid a mere 

13,700 Costa Rican Colones for a month of 

unlimited tennis.  That’s all of 12 bucks apiece.  

Which, when you add the air fare, car rental cost, 

and lodging expenses, amounted to $363.27 per 

hour of court time.  But being able to play in shorts 

this past January: priceless.   

  

Your Ace Reporter 



Father Bill Elser 
When he’s not tending to 
the needs of the more than 
1400 parishioners of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Catholic Church, there’s 
only one place “Father Bill” 
Elser would rather be: the 
tennis courts.  A regular in 

the Tuesday – Friday Rigney league, he took up 
the game in junior high while growing up in Hot 
Springs. 

“One day my brothers and I decided to play 
tennis rather than basketball.” he recounts. “We 
didn’t have any racquets so we used a couple of 
frying pans to hit a ball over a garden hose we 
tied up to serve as a net.”  Didn’t you know that’s 
how all the greats get started? 

He learned the sport on local courts and by 
playing on teams in junior and senior high, but 
then went on a 32-year hiatus until he was 
assigned as the pastor in the Village in 2010.  The 
proximity of the courts, some avid tennis-playing 
parishioners, and the cameraderie brought him 
back to the game.  “I played golf fairly regularly 
until moving here,” he says, “but I don’t play 
much anymore because of the time involved.”  “I 
also like the fellowship I find in tennis,” he 
added.   

Once a year his tennis 
becomes ecumenical as 
he shepherds a team 
formed from Sacred 
Heart to vie for HSV 
bragging rights (and a 
bit of tin) against other 
congregations in the 
Village.  As the photo shows, Father Bill has been 
as successful at that as he has been a pastor to 
his flock. 

 

Natasha Cooley 
Arriving in Hot Springs 
Village in 2013 by way of 
the eastern reaches of 
the Soviet Union, then 
the western reaches of 
the SSR, and then Baton 
Rouge, Natasha (AKA 
Nataliya) took up tennis 
here because, as she puts it, “I wanted to do 
something physical that didn’t involve the 
routine of gym exercises.”  Now retired from a 
20-year career in the medical field, Natasha says 
that tennis is her “passion.” 
 

Her prior experience with the game was a 
handful of group lessons in Baton Rouge which 
led to disenchantment.  She reignited her 
interest in the sport at the 2014 Free for All, and 
it now burns to a point that brings her to the CTC 
at least 5 times a week to play in various leagues 
and scrambles, along with drills.   
 

 “As much as I play, I wondered if I might get tired 
of it someday,” she says.  “But I’ve never told 
myself yet that I don’t want to play.” 
 

Asked about her future development as a player, 
Natasha simply says, “I want to play in 
Wimbledon.”  And then she laughs.  She does 
that a lot, and it’s a nice sound.   

 
As passionate and 
competitive (and loud, 
according to reports from 
the nearby condos) as she 
is about the game, she’s 
not interested in the 
obligations that come 
with playing on a team.  “I 

just want to have fun playing with my friends in 
the Village,” she says.   

 

 

Player Profiles 



The Sunshine of  

My World 
By Dee Falt 

 

 

This just in: It should be noted that the sun is at its 

lowest elevations early and late in the day.   

That nugget of astrophysical insight comes from 

the International Tennis Federation (ITF), the 

governing body of world tennis, wheelchair tennis, 

and beach tennis. (Wait a minute—beach tennis??  

More on that in the next issue).   

 

Founded in 1913, the ITF maintains and enforces the 

rules of tennis, regulates international team 

competitions, and promotes the sport.  The ITF is 

now affiliated with 211 national tennis associations 

and six regional associations, all of which presumably 

benefit from the lead organization’s 

pronunciamentos, including the aforementioned 

commentary about good old sol hanging on the 

horizon at certain times of the day.   

 

That statement appears in a technical paper on the 

Federation’s website, which I was reading while 

waiting for my eyeballs to resume their normal shape 

after fighting the sun for 88 minutes at the CTC.   

 

The courts at the CTC, according to my calculations, 

are oriented at declination 44.3 degrees north, 

longitudinal hour angle 8.773 parsecs, which means, 

basically, that your eyeballs explode whenever you 

serve from the side looking at the lake.  Of course, 

you can’t see the lake because the sun reflecting off 

the magnesium roof of the natatorium amplifies the 

cosine function by 22.4 joules, making the total effect 

somewhere over the spherical excess postulated by 

Pythagoras.  In a word, brutal. 
 

I went to the ITF paper in the hope that it would offer 

some recommendations on the optimum court 

orientation to prevent retinal damage.  It turned out 

to be as helpful as, well, looking into the sun. Its best 

advice is to “avoid players having to look into the sun 

when facing the opposite end of the court.”  Maybe 

they should have just said, “Put the court where the 

sun don’t shine.”  Or maybe the paper should be put 

there.   

 

So what do to?  Well, you could close your eyes on 

the serve and channel John Newcombe.  He hit 22 

consecutive serves in while blindfolded.     
 

Or you could play beach tennis.  Or maybe just 

watch beach tennis, protected by those super dark 

Foster Grants you bought to keep your wife from 

knowing how much you are scoping out the talent.   
 

If all else fails, chuck your ball cap, visor, or 

legionnaire hat and check the alternatives below 

that are now on sale at the CTC pro shop.  (Mention 

this article and get a 15% discount.) 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

My Ad 

Alan Shepard played golf on 

the moon.  You could have 

been next to him wearing 

this beauty, hitting 

overheads without blinking.  

Only weighs 17.2 oz.  (On the 

moon.) 

A two-fer:  Big enough to 

shade you and your doubles 

partner.  Rolls up to fit inside 

a sweaty gym sock for 

packing.  (Gym sock not 

included.) 

Unisex.  Fits all sizes.   

Available in red or blue. 

Some assembly required. 

Rated SPF 250. 

Can double as a lifeboat 

if the weather turns. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sports_governing_body
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheelchair_tennis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beach_tennis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_national_tennis_associations

